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1. Intent for Religious Education 

Pupils who follow the RE programme in our school gain a deep knowledge and understanding of the 

teachings, practices and life stories expressed in a variety of ways within Christianity and other principal 

religions and world views. The curriculum for Religious Education aims to ensure that all pupils know about 

and understand a range of religions and world views. It enables them to express ideas and insights about 

the nature, significance and impact of religions and world views. Children also gain and deploy skills 

needed to engage with the diverse world in which they live in.  

 

2. Legal requirements 

In the UK, all maintained schools are required by law to teach RE. All pupils in each year group aged 4-

16 are entitled to Religious Education. This entitlement applies to Academies and Free Schools as well 

as to community schools and to schools with a religious character. RE is a statutory subject in the 

curriculum and all our schools are legally obliged to teach it.  

The RE Council of England and Wales published the National Curriculum Framework for RE in October 

2013, with a foreword by the then Secretary of State, Rt Hon Michael Gove MP. This document has been 

the basis of the review and revision of the Walsall Agreed Syllabus, because it offers national guidelines 

for the subject and has been used extensively in creating RE syllabuses in the last three years. 

 

3. Withdrawal from RE  

 

In England and Wales parents have the statutory right under Section 71, of the School Standards and 

Framework Act 1998, to withdraw their children from RE lessons and acts of Collective Worship at all 

maintained schools, including faith schools.  

At Barcroft Academy, if parents wish to exercise their right to withdraw a child, we require the request 

to be made in writing to the Head Teacher.  As per Section 71 of the School Standards and Framework 

Act 1998, parents are not obliged to give a reason for requesting the withdrawal in their letter and the 

school will give effect to any such request. 

 

4. Rationale 

 

RE’s purpose in our school is to develop young people spiritually, morally and ethically, to equip young 

people to lead a good life and achieve moral autonomy and responsibility. RE will help our young people 

seeking guidance when faced with the many moral and ethical dilemmas they will meet in life, ranging 

from the personal to the global.  

 

Through understanding people and communities better, being tolerant about diversity, improving social 

relations and promoting peace and prosperity, RE will help to improve the society in which our pupils 

live. It will help them understand the relationships between different people and appreciate the religious 

practices and festivals celebrated by their neighbours, including those who may be in our school. 

Through RE, knowledge and understanding of cultural and religious diversities will help pupils to 

overcome differences and causes of tension. RE strongly contributes to making our young people more 

tolerant and therefore develops a happier society. RE will also draw on the rich history of the major 

religious traditions in Britain, giving prominence to Christianity, to reflect the fact that religious traditions 

in Great Britain are in the main Christian. 

 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/31/part/II/chapter/VI/crossheading/exceptions-and-special-arrangements-etc
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/31/part/II/chapter/VI/crossheading/exceptions-and-special-arrangements-etc


5. Our Aims-Implementation 

Through RE we aim to: 

1) Know about and understand a range of religions and world views. 

2) Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and world 

views. 

3) Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and world views. 

 

Achieving Aims 

1) To enable pupils to know about and understand a range of religions and world views we will 

provide opportunities for: 

 Pupils to describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity 

that exists within and between communities. 

 Pupils to identify, investigate and respond to questions, posed by and responses offered 

by some of the sources of wisdom found in religious and world views. 

 Pupils to appreciate and appraise the nature, significance and impact of different ways 

of life and ways of expressing meaning. 

2) To enable pupils to express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions 

and world views we will provide opportunities for: 

 Pupils to explain reasonably their ideas about how beliefs, practices and forms of 

expression influence individuals and communities. 

 Pupils to express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical 

responses to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value. 

 Pupils to appreciate and appraise various dimensions of religion. 

3) To gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and world views we will 

provide opportunities for: 

 Finding out about and investigating key concepts and questions of belonging, meaning, 

purpose and truth. 

 Pupils to respond creatively. 

 Pupils to enquire into what enables different communities to live together respectfully 

for the wellbeing of all. 

 Pupils to articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in order to explain reasons 

why they may be important in their own and other people’s lives. 

 

6. Curriculum Provision  

 

At Barcroft Academy all teachers will provide Medium and Short term RE planning for their year group 

in line with the revised ‘Walsall Agreed Syllabus: Religious Education 2016 – 2021’. 

The Walsall Agreed Syllabus requires that all pupils learn from Christianity in each key stage. In addition, 

pupils will learn from the principal religions represented in the UK, in line with the law. These are Islam, 

Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism and Judaism. Children from families where nonreligious worldviews are 

held are represented in almost all of our classrooms. These worldviews, including for example 

Humanism, will also be the focus for study. Religions are to be studied in depth as follows: 

 

Reception 

In Reception RE will involve developing a growing sense of the child’s awareness of self, their own 

community and their place within this, children will encounter Christianity and other faiths found in their 

own classroom, simply.  



The content and questions in the table below are to be taught together, contributing to continuous 

provision. Pupils’ voice should be recorded alongside photo and other evidence of provision and 

achievement.  

 

EYFS: A Discovering Stage. RE in the reception class applies the Early Learning Goals 

 

In Early Years the children learn about religion through circle time discussions, books, adult led activities 

and through independent learning. At Christmas the children learn about the Christmas story and 

perform a play to the parents to retell the birth of Jesus. Throughout the year the children learn about 

different celebrations like Diwali, Christmas, Chinese New Year, Hanukah, Passover, Easter etc… 

 

Key Stage 1 (5-7s) 

The focus of RE for KS1 enables children to develop their knowledge and understanding of religions and 

world views. They find out about simple examples of religion that are drawn from local, national and 

global contexts. They learn to use basic subject specific vocabulary. They should raise questions and 

begin to express their own views in response to the material they learn about and in response to 

questions about their ideas. 

A minimum of two religions are to be studied. Christianity and at least one other religion (Islam is the 

recommended example). Religions and beliefs represented in the local area.  

 

Breadth of study KS1 

During the key stage, pupils should be taught the Knowledge, skills and understanding through the 

following areas of study:  

Y1A: How do people celebrate? Baby, Wedding, Birthday  

Y1B: How do we say thank you for the Earth? Cycles of the year: creation, harvest, giving thanks  

Y1C: Stories and prayers about Jesus Y1D: Beginning to learn from Sikhism  

Y2A: A world of festivals: Who celebrates what and why?  

Y2B: What does Easter mean to Christians? Symbols of the story  

Y2C: Beginning to learn from Islam  

Y2D: Questions that Puzzle Us  

 

The Themes of Key Stage 1 RE 

-believing: what people believe about God, humanity and the natural world. 

-story: how and why some stories are sacred and important in religion.  

-celebrations: how and why celebrations are important in religion.  

-symbols: how and why symbols express religious meaning. 

-leaders and teachers: figures who have an influence on others locally, nationally and globally in religion. 

-belonging: where and how people belong and why belonging is important. 

-myself: who I am and my uniqueness as a person in a family and community. 

 

Experiences and opportunities for Key Stage 1 pupils:  

-visiting places of worship and focusing on symbols and feelings. 

-listening and responding to visitors from local faith communities.  

-using their senses and having times of quiet reflection. 

Autumn 1  Special people: Which people are special and why? 

Autumn 2 Special stories: What stories are special and why? 

Spring 1 Special places: What places are special and why? 

Spring 2 Special times: What times are special and why? 

Summer 1 Being special: Where do we belong? 

Summer 2 Special World: What is special about our world and why? 



-using art and design, music, dance and drama to develop their creative talents and imagination.  

-sharing their own beliefs, ideas and values and talking about their feelings and experiences. 

-beginning to use ICT to explore religions and beliefs found in the local and wider community, for 

example through a ‘virtual tour’ of the sacred places of religions studied. 

 

Key Stage 2 (7-11s) 

A minimum of four religions are to be studied. Christianity and at least three other religions (Sikhism, 

Hinduism and Islam are the recommended examples). 

The Focus of RE for KS2 enables pupils to extend their knowledge and understanding of religions and 

world views, recognising their local, national and global contexts. They should be introduced to an 

extended range of sources and subject specific vocabulary. They should be encouraged to be curious 

and to ask increasingly challenging questions about religion, belief, values and human life. Pupils should 

learn to express their own ideas in response to the material they engage with, identifying relevant 

information, selecting examples and giving reasons to support their ideas and views. 

 

Breadth of study KS2  

During key stage 2 pupils should be taught the knowledge, skills and understanding through the 

following areas of study: 

Y3A: Holy Buildings and Sacred Space: Visiting places of worship  

Y3B: Why are holy books important?  

Y3C: Why do people make pilgrimages?  

Y3D: Jesus: why do some people think he is inspirational?  

Y4A: What is it like to be a Hindu?  

Y4B: Muslim Ways of Living: Keeping 5 pillars  

Y4C: Christian and Hindu beliefs and questions on life’s journey  

Y4D: Finding reasons to care through religious stories – Christianity  

Y3456: An extra unit plan: Remembrance – what can we learn from World War 1 in RE? 

 

The Themes of KS2 RE  

 beliefs and questions: how people’s beliefs about God, the world and others impact on their lives. 

 teachings and authority: what sacred texts and other sources say about God, the world and human 

life. 

 worship, pilgrimage and sacred places: where, how and why people worship, including at particular 

sites. 

 the journey of life and death: why some occasions are sacred to believers, and what people think 

about life after death. 

 symbols and religious expression: how religious and spiritual ideas are expressed. 

 inspirational people: figures from whom believers find inspiration. 

 religion and the individual: what is expected of a person in following a religion or belief.  

 religion, family and community: how religious families and communities practise their faith, and the 

contributions this makes to local life. 

 beliefs in action in the world: how religions and beliefs respond to global issues of human rights, 

fairness, social justice and the importance of the environment. 

 

Experiences and Opportunities KS2  

 encountering religion through visitors and visits to places of worship, virtual visits using ICT and 

focusing on the impact and reality of religion on the local and global community  

 discussing religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those 

of others 

 considering a range of human experiences and feelings  



 reflecting on their own and others’ insights into life and its origin, purpose and meaning  

 expressing and communicating their own and others’ insights through art and design, music, 

dance, drama and ICT  

 developing the use of ICT for RE, particularly in enhancing pupils’ awareness of religions and 

beliefs globally. 

 

7. Homework for KS1 and KS2  

 

Regular homework is not set for this subject; however, children may be asked to bring into school 

relevant items of interest to share. Also, children may be asked to talk to adult members of their family 

about special occasions, people, places and things relevant to the unit. 

 

8. Principles of Teaching and Learning 

 

In RE lessons, all pupils will have equal opportunities and lessons will be planned to engage different 

pupils appropriately, including special needs, gifted and talented, EAL children, travellers and boys and 

girls. Provision of differentiated activities will be planned for and applied during lessons to suit the range 

of ability, background and learning needs in our school.  

Barcroft Academy is a Dyslexia friendly school; resources are available from the SENCO for children with 

Dyslexia and classroom whiteboards also have the option to change the colour of the background of 

the screen to yellow.  

 

Teachers will ensure they plan to use a variety of approaches, such as discussions, debates, music, 

writing, drama, visual arts, and ICT, they will also provide opportunities for pupils to reflect, to explore 

beliefs and values, to ask their own questions, to investigate, research and respond personally.  

 

 

9. Cross-Curricular Opportunities  

 

R.E. in our school contributes significantly to literacy, PSHE/citizenship, British Values, speaking and 

listening skills and thinking skills and RSE.  External trips and visitors to the school also enable us to 

create links with the wider community. School has links with St Giles Church, Sikh Gurdwara - Willenhall 

and Aisha Mosque Walsall. We also invite parents and leaders to talk to our children about faith and 

culture. 

 

10. Assessment, Recording and Reporting  

 

In RE, by the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, 

skills and processes specified in the relevant program of study, as in all subjects of the curriculum. The 

expectation is that pupils’ achievements will be weighed up by teachers using criteria arising from the 

programs of study. This statement is also included in the programs of study for each subject of the 

National Curriculum.  

 

Assessment is crucial in informing our teaching and ensuring learning is maximised. We assess progress 

in R.E. in the following ways: 

Short Term - Short Term Assessment to inform day to day planning.  

- Quality marking recorded on children's work (See marking Policy).  

- Lesson evaluations/ annotations where necessary. 



Long Term - Progress steps in RE for 5-14s to be completed throughout the year. This scaffold is 

used to describe progress and outcomes and can be found in the ‘Walsall Agreed Syllabus; Religious 

Education 2016 – 2021’. 

Summative  - Report to parents in Annual Report.  

- Reporting to parents in confidential interviews.  

- Relevant part of EYFS Profile.  

See Appendix to see how the assessment tool is used. 

 

11. Resources and Planning 

Funding for RE includes provision for purchasing resources such as artefacts, books, music, 

subscriptions, etc. Provision will also made for visits, visitor expenses and for staff training or personal 

development where and when necessary. 

The Religious Education books, artefacts, DVDs, posters, music CDs etc are held in appropriate year 

groups by the staff. There are also some religious books in the library area. All resources cover 

Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism and other worldviews. 

 

12. Health and Safety  

 

When children handle artefacts staff are aware of any risks and ensure that the artefact was made with 

safety standards in mind.  When planning to take children out of school to visit places of worship, risk 

assessments must be completed prior to the visit. 

 

13. Monitoring and Review 

The RE Subject Leader is responsible for the monitoring and implementation of this policy. The subject 

leader reports to the Head of School on the effectiveness of the policy and to the governing body 

upon its review. 
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