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1. Visions for History 

At Barcroft we aim to provide a high-quality history education which will help pupils 

gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider 

world. Our curriculum inspires pupils’ curiosity about the past. Teachers ask pupils 

perceptive questions, encouraging them to think critically, weigh evidence, sift 

arguments, and develop perspective and judgement.  

History is an interpretation of the past. It helps pupils to understand the complexity of 

people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships 

between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their 

time. 

2. Aims 

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:   

 

 Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological 

narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have 

shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the 

wider world.  

 Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the 

nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; 

characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies 

of mankind. 

 Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such 

as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’. 

 Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 

consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 

connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions 

and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 

analyses. 

 Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used 

rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting 

arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed History – key 

stages 1 and 2 

 Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different 

contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and 

international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious 

and social history; and between short and long-term timescales. 

 

 

 

 



3. Achieving Aims 

Aims will be achieved through: 

 Well planned lessons. (Planning is to be in-line with the requirements of the 

National Curriculum and Barcroft Academy’s Creative Curriculum).  

 First quality teaching. 

 Creativity in lessons. 

 Cross curricular links. 

 Teaching History in Early Years.  

 Enrichment activities such as school trips and visitors in school. 

 

4. The Curriculum 

In the UK, all maintained schools are required by law to teach History. It is s a statutory 

subject in the curriculum and all our schools are legally obliged to teach it.  

At Barcroft Academy all teachers will provide medium and short term History planning 

for their year group in line with the ‘National curriculum in England: history 

programmes of study’ and ‘Barcroft Primary’s Creative Curriculum’. 

Foundation Stage- Early Years  

During the Foundation stage at Barcroft Academy, the children are given the 

opportunity to find out about past and present events in their own lives, and those of 

their families and other people they know. In the Foundation stage, history makes a 

significant contribution to developing a child’s ‘knowledge and understanding of the 

world’ through activities such as looking at pictures of famous people in history or 

discovering the meaning of new and old in relation to their own lives. Due to the new 

Early Years curriculum starting in September 2021, the children at Barcroft in Reception 

will be involved in standalone history days as well as studying significant historical 

people from around the world every half term to meet the new ELG Past and Present.  

Key stage 1  

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases 

relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they 

study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences 

between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of 

everyday historical terms. They should be able to identify old and new items and 

explain what they might have been used for. They should be able to explain how they 

have changed since they were born. They should use different sources of evidence to 

research the life of a famous person from the past. They should also be able to recount 

the life of someone famous from Britain who lived in the past and explain what they 



did earlier and what they did later. They should understand and explain how some 

people have helped us to have better lives. They should ask and answer questions, 

choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and 

understand key features of objects and events. They should understand some of the 

ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is 

represented.   

In planning to ensure the progression described above, through teaching about the 

people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to 

historical periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3. 

Pupils should be taught about:  

 Changes within living memory.  

 Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally.  

 The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements.  

 Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Key stage 2  

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within 

and across the periods they study. They should use timelines within a specific period of 

history to set out the order things may have happened. They should use mathematical 

skills to round up time differences into centuries and decades and use mathematical 

knowledge to work out how long ago events happened. They should describe events 

from the past using dates when they happened and also explain how historic items 

and artefacts can be used to help build up a picture of life in the past. They should be 

able to explain how an event from the past has shaped our life today. They should 

note connections, contrasts and trends over time between two or more periods of 

history and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. Using research skills, they 

should regularly address and sometimes devise, or answer, historically valid questions 

about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct 

informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant 

historical information. They should use research skills to compare two versions of 

events and explain how they differ and to find out about past events in order to 

present findings to an audience. They should be able to explain the differences 

between the way different people lived through different periods of time and be able 

to explain things which have changed and things which have stayed the same over 

time. They should be able to summarise how Britain has had a major influence on the 

world and how Britain may have learnt from other countries and civilisations. They 



should be able to explain propaganda. They should understand how our knowledge of 

the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

In planning to ensure the progression described above, through teaching the British, 

local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth 

studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the 

complexity of specific aspects of the content. 

Pupils should be taught about:  

 Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. 

 Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots.  

 The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of 

Edward the Confessor. 

  A local history study.  

 A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066.  

 The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the 

first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; 

The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China. 

5. Resources and Planning 

The budget for History is used for purchasing resources such as artefacts, books, 

music, subscriptions, etc... Some of the budget may also be made for visits, visitor 

expenses and for staff training or personal development where and when necessary. 

The History books, artefacts, DVDs, posters, music CDs etc are held in a cupboard 

under the stairs just off the main reception. There are also some history themed books 

in the library area. All resources cover British and worldwide history. 

6. Health and Safety  

 

When children handle artefacts, staff are aware of any risks and ensure that the 

artefacts are made with the correct safety standards in mind. When planning to take 

children out of school to visit historical places, risk assessments are completed prior to 

the visit. 

 

 

 



7. Inclusion and SEND 

In History lessons, all pupils will have equal opportunities and lessons will be planned 

to engage different pupils appropriately, including special needs, gifted and talented, 

EAL children, travellers and boys and girls. Differentiated activities will be planned for 

and applied during lessons to suit the range of abilities, backgrounds and learning 

needs in our school.  

Barcroft Academy is a Dyslexia friendly school; resources are available from the SENCO 

for children with Dyslexia and classroom whiteboards also have the option to change 

the colour of the background of the screen to yellow.  

Teachers will ensure they plan to use a variety of approaches, such as discussions, 

debates, music, writing, drama, visual arts, and ICT, they will also provide opportunities 

for pupils to reflect, to explore, to ask their own questions, to investigate, research and 

respond personally.  

8. Cross-Curricular Opportunities  

History at Barcroft contributes significantly to English, Maths, PSHE/citizenship, British 

Values, speaking and listening skills and thinking skills. External trips and visitors to the 

school also enable us to create links with the wider community. 

9. Homework for KS1 and KS2  

Children may be asked to bring into school relevant items of interest to share in class. 

Also, children may be asked to talk to adult members of their family about the past, 

people, places and things relevant to the unit of study. Children will all complete 1 

History related project per year, relating to their current topic. 

10. Assessment, Recording and Reporting  

In History, by the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and 

understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant program of 

study, as in all subjects of the curriculum. The expectation is that pupils’ achievements 

will be weighed up by teachers using criteria arising from the programs of study. This 

statement is also included in the programs of study for each subject of the National 

Curriculum.  

Assessment is crucial in informing our teaching and ensuring learning is maximised. 

We assess progress in History in the following ways: 

Short Term - Short Term Assessment to inform day to day planning.  

- Quality marking recorded on children's work (See marking Policy).  

- Lesson evaluations/annotations where necessary. 



Long Term - Teacher Assessment. 

- Prior learning quizzes 

- End of unit quizzes 

Summative  - Report to parents in Annual Report.  

- Reporting to parents in confidential interviews.  

- Relevant part of EYFS Profile.  

 

 

11. Roles and Responsibilities  

The work of the subject leader is to monitor and support colleagues in the teaching of 

history, being informed about current developments and any changes within the 

subject. It is also their role to provide a strategic lead and give direction for the subject 

at Barcroft Academy.  

 

12. Monitoring and Review 

The History Subject Leader is responsible for the monitoring and implementation of 

this policy. The subject leader reports to the Head of School on the effectiveness of the 

policy and to the governing body upon its review. 


